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ESL Podcast 381 – Watching the TV News
GLOSSARY
anchor – person who announces the news on television; person who sits behind
a desk and reads the news to the viewers
* Angela works as an anchor on Channel 7. Because so many people watch the
news on that channel, people recognize her everywhere she goes in the city.
special report – in TV or radio news, a detailed explanation of some situation or
event that may not be covered by other reporters
* Tune in tonight at 10:00 for a special report on teenage drinking – only on
Channel 5.
field reporter – person who travels to different locations to prepare news stories;
a person who gives a news report outside of the news studio or office
* A field reporter must have a good car in order to go to all the places where
news is happening.
latest developments – the most recent information about a news story; the
newest information or events
* Every two hours, Pedro was responsible for updating the website with the latest
developments on the coming storm.
feature segment – a story that looks closely at one person, group, or issue, and
is often not the latest news events
* Each month, the magazine printed a feature segment on a popular singer.
to interview – to ask questions of a person or group to get information and/or for
the audience to get to know the people being interviewed better
* The reporter interviewed a scientist to learn more about the causes of
earthquakes.
top story – the first and most important story in a news program
* This evening’s top story will be the election results. Everyone is eager to hear
who will be the new president.
to murder – to plan and to kill someone; to end another person’s life
* Ms. Lee was murdered last year, and her family believes that the person who
committed the terrible killing deserves life in prison.

1
These materials are copyrighted by the Center for Educational Development (2008). Posting of
these materials on another website or distributing them in any way is prohibited.

English as a Second Language Podcast
www.eslpod.com

ESL Podcast 381 – Watching the TV News
Tanisha says, “After a nearly two-hour standoff, the suspect surrendered.” A
“standoff” occurs when two sides are unwilling to change – unwilling to
compromise. A standoff is when you have some negotiation, but neither side
wants to change their position. That’s what happened for two hours, and finally
the suspect “surrendered,” meaning he gave up – he said, “Okay, you can arrest
me.” Tanisha says that neither of the two women was hurt and the suspect is
now in police custody. “To be in someone’s custody” (custody) means that you
are being kept or held by that person. In this case, the suspect is being held by
the police. They take the person and they bring them to a police station, and
they keep them there in a what we would call “cell.” A “cell” is what you find in a
prison that keeps the prisoners inside a little room. That room is usually called a
“cell” (cell).
Then Tanisha ends her report by saying, “Back to you, Gary, in the studio.” This
is a common way for news reporters – field reporters – to give the broadcast
back to the anchor: “Back to you.” Gary is in the studio, which is the room or
building where the anchors sits; it’s usually at the headquarters of the television
or radio station. It’s where the program is filmed or recorded.
Now let’s listen to the newscast again at a normal speed.
[start of dialogue]
Anchor: Good evening. I’m Gary Singh and this is the evening news. Tonight,
we’ll have a special report from our field reporter, Monique Sanders, on the latest
developments in the Eddie Litton court case. And in our feature segment, we’ll
go to Arizona to interview the world’s fattest dog, weighing 210 pounds! We’ll
also have this week’s weather and the latest on sports.
But first, our top story: A man suspected of murdering his business partner led
the police on a high-speed chase through downtown this afternoon. Reporting
live from downtown Los Angeles is Tanisha Gray. Tanisha?
Tanisha: Thanks, Gary. About three hours ago, the police cordoned off a halfmile area around City Hall after the suspect ran into one of the City Hall offices
and took two women as hostages. After a nearly two-hour standoff, the suspect
surrendered. Neither of the two women was hurt and the suspect is now in
police custody. Back to you, Gary, in the studio.
Anchor: Thanks for that report, Tanisha. We’ll have more for you as this story
develops.
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[end of dialogue]
The script for this episode was written by someone not in the studio, for ESL
Podcast, Dr. Lucy Tse.
From Los Angeles, California, I’m Jeff McQuillan. Thank you for listening. Come
back and listen to us next time on ESL Podcast.
English as a Second Language Podcast is written and produced by Dr. Lucy Tse,
hosted by Dr. Jeff McQuillan. This podcast is copyright 2008.
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